
INTERMEDIATE DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
ART357-AA 
FALL 2015
Time: M+W1-4pm

INSTRUCTOR: Erin Zerbe
ezerbe@sienaheights.edu

zerbe.erin@gmail.com
Office Hours: T+R 9-11am

or  by appointment
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Intermediate Digital Photography is a course 
that will allow students with a basic knowledge of 
photography and photographic principles to expand 
on the technical, creative, and practical applications 
of digital photography as a mode of fine art and 
personal expression. Students in this course are 
expected to have a solid understanding of the basics 
of photography, and as such, much of this course will 
demand a high caliber of technical and creative merit 
in the projects throughout the semester. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

•Demonstrates the safe handling of photographic 
materials and equipment including cameras, lights, and 
light modifiers
•Demonstrates an ability to self-evaluate and evaluate 
the work of others
•Researches artists, theory, and techniques and 
implement this research in the conceptual ideas of 
personal projects in the studio
•Writes formal academic papers that demonstrate 
critical consideration of the history, theory, and 
progression of digital photography 
•Understands the similarities, differences, and 
relationships between traditional fine art and digital 
photography
•Learn to control and optimize the manual settings 
of the DSLR camera for optimum control over 
photographic images
•Work extensively in the DSLR camera’s various 
shooting modes, including HD video, program, 
Manual, macro, aperture, shutter speed, etc
•Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of lens control, 
including f-stop, ISO, exposure, and shutter speed, and 
use them to control and effect various images
•Explore advanced studio lighting procedures and 
techniques, including light modifiers, lens filters, and 
best practices for in-studio shooting
•Learn more advanced printing methods including 
color management, and working with large format 
prints and printers (Epson 7800)

REQUIRED MATERIALS

•DSLR Camera – It is required that students use a DSLR 
camera for this course. DSLR cameras are wide and varied, and 
come in large range of price points. Students are welcome to 
ask for recommendations, but there are many cameras that 
would well for this course. We will use the Cannon Rebel T3i as 
the base model for most examples, demos, and instructions, 
and a few are available for occasional loan from the Studio. 
•Storage Device – At least 16GB storage device (external hard 
drive, thumb drive, USB, etc)
•Blog of Inspiration – As part of this course, you will be 
expected to use the WEALTH of resources and knowledge 
available on the history of photography, and start curating 
things that are of interest to you. You can focus on concepts 
(wealth, bodies, nature, dualities…etc), techniques (HDR, 
composites, tilt shift, etc) and/or styles (portrait, conceptual, 
documentary, photojournal, etc) that tickle your fancy. I want 
you to start collecting images that inspire you, confuse you, 
disgust you, alarm you, move you. You will compile this running 
list of images on a Tumblr/Pinterest account so that they may 
be easily shared with the class and with me throughout the 
semester. Be sure to properly credit the images, articles, and 
information you reblog. 
•Paper for Prints – You are responsible for purchasing your 
own paper for prints in this course. 
•Additional Materials -  Occasionally your projects may need 
additional materials in order to complete them, and it will be 
your responsibility to purchase those materials as necessary. 

NOT PERMITTED IN CLASS:

Please do not use cell phones or other hand-held electronics in 
class. This includes, but is not limited to: game systems, PDAs, 
tablets, and speaker boxes. Turn them off and put them away, 
or they will become mine. 



SCREENINGS

A part of this course will be dedicated to screening 
short films and video art and learning how to dissect 
and unpack them. We will watch video in a variety of 
genres, from all over the world. Some of the films we 
screen in this class will contain instances of profanity, 
violence, and sexual situations/nudity. As adults in 
a university setting, I expect you to approach these 
screenings with the seriousness of any subject of 
study in college. Please look at these experiences 
as comparable to “readings” in other courses. Treat 
them academically, and take them seriously.

Expected Behavior During In-Class Screenings:

•The films we watch will often provoke various 
responses, which is not only acceptable, but also 
expected. Involuntary responses such as laughter and 
gasps are fine, but under no circumstances should you 
talk during the screening. It not only distracts you, but 
others around you.
•You should take notes during or immediately after 
the in-class screening so you will be better prepared 
to engage in class discussion. 
•If you must leave during a film screening for a 
bathroom break or some other emergency, please be 
as quiet as possible when exiting the room.
•Any and all electronic devices, including iPods, PDAs, 
and especially cell phones, must be turned off during 
class. You may use a laptop during class to take notes, 
but it must be shut off during any in-class screenings 
because the light from the screen is distracting to 
others.

CRITIQUE

An important part of this course is practicing the 
art of critique. The capacity to make articulate 
presentations and offer explanations for your choices 
is a fundamental skill. Equally important is your ability 
to give constructive responses to your peers’ work. 
It is a requirement of this course that you participate 
fully in these group conversations. As a member of 
the student body, and classroom community, you 
have an obligation to speak candidly, honestly, and 
without unnecessary “prompting” so that your unique 
ideas can enrich the class. Because of the collective 
aspect of the critique, it is mandatory that your work 
be presented on time, so that the critique covers the 
widest possible breadth of work, and we can screen 
everyone’s videos and films.

STUDIO & HOMEWORK TIME

Visual Art is a time and labor-intensive undertaking, especially 
at the collegiate level. Homework and studio time outside 
of class meetings is a REQUIRED part of this course. As a 
3-credit studio course that meets for 6 hours a week, you 
should budget approximately 3-6 hours a week for homework/
studio work for this course alone. Some weeks will have less 
work required outside of class, while others may need a little 
more. Ultimately, it is your responsibility to exercise good 
judgment and time-management to stay caught up with the 
assignments for this course. Homework and studio-time is 
mandatory. If you are unable to commit the time you will not 
successfully pass this course.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Out of respect for your peers and to foster the most 
professional working environment, a rigid attendance policy is 
to be observed at ALL TIMES. Punctuality, preparedness, and 
the ability to meet deadlines are considered in the assessment 
of your progress in this course. 

Missing too many classes, coming to class late, leaving early, 
or otherwise disengaging or being disruptive can, and will 
affect your overall grade for this course. If you know you must 
miss class, it is YOUR responsibility to let me know in advance, 
and get any and all materials prior to your absence. In the 
event you must miss class without prior warning (I get it, life 
happens!) you are responsible for getting missed lessons/
materials/etc. from a classmate. Do not ask me what you 
missed, because it will make the vein in my forehead swollen 
and angry. 

Missing classes does not excuse you from assignments, 
projects, etc. Due dates are firm and work is due when it is 
due. If you miss a screening, it will be your responsibility to 
find and view the piece on your own time. Please make sure 
you always come to class prepared and ready to rock!

MAC LAB POLICY 

The Mac lab is a community technology space used by many 
art students in many courses. As such, I expect you to treat 
the room and the equipment in it with professionalism and 
respect. Please follow all rules and instructions from the 
professors and the lab monitors using the space.

Under no circumstances, are you to EVER enter the lab, knock 
on the door, or ask to come in the lab during another class 
session. Please be respectful of the professors and other 
students in that space. The lab is CLOSED during scheduled 
class sessions. This policy will be strictly enforced. 

Additionally, no computer gaming of any kind is permitted on 
the machines. These are expensive, high-end computers and 
they are reserved for student use for class assignments only.



HOW TO CONTACT Z

If you need to reach me outside of class hours, please 
do so via my Siena Heights email address: 
ezerbe@sienaheights.edu. I will respond to emails 
between the hours of 9am and 5pm Monday through 
Friday. If your message reaches me outside of those 
hours, I will not respond until the next business day. You 
can also come by my office on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9am – 11am, during my open office hours. If you 
need to schedule another time to meet with me, please 
hit me up during class, or via my school email address. 
Thanks for understanding!

GRADING POLICY

You will receive an assignment sheet for each project, 
homework assignment, or paper. These sheets will 
detail the specific requirements for that assignment. 
All grades will be assessed based on the parameters of 
the assignment sheets. Each project will have a point 
value assigned to it. Points are attained by following 
directions and meeting the requirements/expectations 
of each assignment. 

Grading Scale: 
A = 900-1000
B=800-899
C=700-799
D=600-699
E= Under 699

A Note About Grades: 

Doing every assignment, and meeting the minimum 
requirements of every assignment IS NOT ENOUGH 
to earn an ‘A’ in this course. That is enough to earn 
a  ‘B’ or ‘C’. ‘A’ work is reserved for those who push 
themselves academically and creatively, who put in 
extra effort, and go above and beyond. If you want 
to earn an ‘A’ in this course, it will be about more 
than doing the work, it will be about doing the work 
well, and giving it the time, effort, and expertise 
commensurate with the highest grade available.

PHOTO GENEALOGY PAPER

Genealogy is the study of families and the tracing of their 
lineages and history. For this course you will be asked to 
research photographers whose work is similar to your own by 
way of subject, technique, style, and/or approach. In a sense, 
you will be asked to create an artistic genealogy that draws 
comparisons to the work you are currently making. Dig deep 
with your research. I want you to discuss your inspirations, 
and critically discuss the work that relates to and inspires 
your own. This will be a 5 to 8 page research paper, complete 
with multiple sources and a bibliography. We will discuss this 
assignment in greater detail later in the semester.

GRADING BREAKDOWN

You will receive an assignment sheet for each project, 
homework assignment, or paper. These sheets will detail 
the specific requirements for that assignment. All grades 
will be assessed based on the parameters of the assignment 
sheets. Each project will have a point value assigned to it. 
Points are attained by following directions, and meeting the 
requirements/expectations of each assignment. The following 
is an outline of how grading is assessed in this class:

• Photo Projects (8 total) = 50 points each, total of 400 
points. 

• Blog of Inspiration = 100 points
• Final Photography Assignment = 150 points
• Genealogy Paper = 150 points
• In Class Participation/Homework & Exercises= 200 points

Grading: 

• A = 900 - 1000 points
• B = 800 - 899 points
• C = 700 - 799 points
• D = 600 - 699 points
• E = Under 599 points


